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The Spanish edition of our Mexican-flavored Stone Soup story, Cactus Soup.When a group of
hungry soldiers ride into San Miguel, the townspeople don’t want to share their food. They hide
their tortillas, tamales, beans, and flour and put on torn clothes to look poor. But the Capitán is
not fooled. He asks for a cactus thorn to make some cactus soup, and before long he has tricked
the townspeople into giving him salt and chilies, vegetables, and a chicken as well! Whimsical
watercolors by Phil Huling add to the humor in this southwestern twist on the classic Stone Soup
tale.

Kimmel (The Runaway Tortilla) sets his version of Stone Soup during the Mexican Revolution,
inspiring some marvelously atmospheric watercolors by Huling (Puss in Cowboy Boots). Hungry
soldiers encounter the poverty-feigning townsfolk of San Miguel and announce that they will
make enough cactus soup for the troops and the village. And they make it from an unlikely
ingredient a single cactus thorn. By story s end, the soldiers leader has used reverse psychology
to coax genuinely tasty foodstuffs out of the villagers ( Too bad you don t have onions. Cactus
soup always tastes better with onions. But why ask for what you don t have? ), and teaches
everyone a delicious and festive lesson about sharing and community. Kimmel, ever the master
storyteller, incorporates especially vivid cadences in the words of the wily, world-weary captain;
but it s Huling who makes the story sing. His comically exaggerated characters garner laughs
without shedding their humanity, while his swooping, elongated lines and radiant colors recall
the sun-drenched earthiness and high spirits of early 20th -century Mexican art.Ages 4-8.
(Sept.) --Publishers Weekly November 8, 2004About the AuthorAuthor Eric A. Kimmel is well-
known for the tales he has retold from around the world. Some of his best-known titles are
Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins (a Caldecott Honor Book), Gershon’s Monster, Anansi and
the Talking Melon, and The Runaway Tortilla. A former professor of children’s literature, he lives
in Portland, Oregon.Phil Huling has also illustrated Puss in Cowboy Boots, by his wife, Jan. The
Hulings live in Hoboken, New Jersey.
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Kathy Jones, “Great retelling of Stone Soup. Purchased to read for Cinco de Mayo. The story
takes place during the Mexican civil war. My students loved learning about some of the history
behind the Cinco de Mayo celebration.”

Harry the Hat, “Great book. I love this book!  I read it to the class I teach and they loved it to.”

Vicky Wurm, “Such a cute story!. This is such a wonderful story! My class loved learning about
food from the Mexican culture and loved making connections to the original folk tale Stone Soup.
The illustrations are wonderful too!”

Melissa, “Great Multicultural classroom read. This book is the perfect multicultural read. I use it
in my classroom during Thanksgiving time . It helps to teach students that we are better when we
work together and share.”

Melissa A. Romero, “Good Eating, Good Reading. I like this book because it brings the old stone
soup story to another culture of Mexicans. I am Mexican-American so I can relate to all this
Chile's and camotes which are sweet potatoes. The soldiers outsmart the villagers and the
villagers become more generous. It's very clever, funny and cute with amusing colored
illustration in colors of the desert. The only thing I don't understand is wouldn't some poor,
unfortunate person choke on the cactus needle. Additionally, they are sharp. I do recommend
this fun and functional story wholeheartedly.”

VLowe, “Fun read. Fun book to read but be aware of stereotyping by clothing - discuss with
students historical setting”

JodiAnn, “Great read aloud. Great book to teach Folktales with and then compare and contrast
with Stone Soup.”

Sharif, “sharing and togetherness. This seemed so familiar as I read along. When other
reviewers mentioned "Stone Soup," the story came back to me. This version is also enjoyable.
The tale holds messages about sharing and togetherness.”

Angela J Marpole-Cotter, “Five Stars. A great story and wonderful for compare and contrast!”

Mary Lou K, “Four Stars. Fun version of the "Stone Soup" story.”

The book by Eric A. Kimmel has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 344 people have provided feedback.
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